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on 26 February 1981. 
Today, Perry Shire claims a population of scarcely more than three 
hundred, yet in more prosperous times it was larger than Bundaberg, 
and even at the turn of the century was equal in size to Cairns and 
Mackay.' The explanation for this decline lies in one word - mining. 
Mount Perry owed its prosperity to the exploitation of copper, and its 
decline to the shutdown of smelters and the cessation of large-scale 
mining just before the outbreak of World War I. 
Mount Perry, centre of Perry Shire, lies some 110 kilometres west 
of Bundaberg. For nearly eighty years it was connected by rail to that 
city, after some monumental battles were fought between Bundaberg 
and Maryborough as to which would be the port and railhead for the 
rich Mount Perry trade. The line was finally removed in the 1960's as 
part of a drive to eliminate unprofitable lines. It is now connected by a 
good bitumen road to Bundaberg. 
The squatters who moved into the Burnett lands in the 1840's took 
up land along Barambah Creek at the same time as Surveyor S.A. Perry 
and Assistant-Surveyor J.C. Burnett were tracing an overland route to 
Gladstone. Undoubtedly the mountain was named in honour of this 
Samuel Augustus Perry, the Deputy-Surveyor General. Those squatters 
on Barambah were foHowed by others who occupied the waste lands 
to the north and founded the great stations - Yenda with its outstation 
called Mount Perry by Robert Wilkins not later than March, 1849, 
Tenningering by J. & J. Landsborough, Wonbah by Landsborough and 
Rankin, Mungy largely by J. B. Reid of Ideraway, Yarrol by R. B. 
Ridler, and Roslyn, which has been held by the Province Family for 
more than a century.^. 
BEGINNING OF MINING 
A peaceful change-over from sheep to cattle grazing at the start of the 
1870's was shattered by the discovery and exploitation of copper 
deposits by Henry Dingle and those who foHowed him in 1869. It has 
Mr Royle, Principal of the Aldridge State High School, Maryborough (Q.), has had a long 
family association with Mount Perry. 
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long been argued that copper was first discovered in 1862, but no 
evidence to support this has yet come to light. Perhaps shepherds and 
squatters had noted the blue-green colours in lumps of ore without 
recognizing its significance, and perhaps Henry Dingle really did use 
one of these pieces of ore as a doorstop until noticed by a passing 
traveller, as legend suggests. Early accounts clearly set the date of 
discovery as June, 1869: 
"It is related by Mr. Henry Dingle, the discoverer of this productive 
mine, then squatting in the neighbourhood with sheep, that he, 
some seven or eight years ago, first picked up copper ore in the 
neighbourhood; that in June, 1869, one evening at dusk, on his way 
home, in riding over about the present site of the Ebenezer's shaft, 
his horse shied violently at some large boulders on the surface; upon 
getting off, he found them gleaming with blue and green colours. 
The next morning he returned to examine them more closely 
when he found the boulders composed of what proved to be blue 
and green carbonate of copper ore."^ 
The first newspaper report that I have located came in the Mary-
borough Chronicle in its issue of 2 July 1870. In that intervening time 
Henry Dingle had acquired two partners - a Gayndah storekeeper, 
Francis Glynn Connolly, and a Gayndah publican, Alex Walker - and 
together they set out to exploit the discovery. By the time of the 
newspaper report, fourteen shafts had been sunk on a line running 
NNE-SSW across the selection, and neighbouring selections had been 
taken up. Portion 2 by Heusman, Fife and Barnett, who were to figure 
prominently in the estabHshment of the township.'' 
Dingle and his partners recognised that far more capital was required 
than they could raise, and E.G. Connolly went to Brisbane to arrange 
for the floating of a company. He died in Brisbane as a result of an 
accident in which a buggy overturned in January, 1870. ConnoHy had 
won the interest of Ebenezer Vickery, a Sydney financier, and his 
associates, and they sent Captain Abraham Osborne, an experienced 
Cornish miner, to investigate the mine. Osborne was enthusiastic, and 
reported: 
"the Mount Perry mine would prove to be one of the most valu-
able mineral discoveries ever made in Australia - it would rival the 
famed Moonta (South Australia) in its best days, and would prove 
superior in quality of and easy access to the ore, to either the Peak 
Downs or the Cloncurry".^ 
In spite of this optimistic report, the Sydney financiers took their 
time in their negotiations, and it wasn't until early 1871 that Osborne 
returned to begin development work. He had arranged for a party of 
thirty-four miners to travel from South Australia. They arrived in 
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steerage on the S.S. Leichardt with Captain Saunders as Master, at Mary-
borough on 29 April 1871, and set out almost immediately to walk to 
the mines.* The cargo manifest indicates that 7000 ore bags and a 
number of picks were consigned to the company. With this simple 
equipment, work was to commence. Meanwhile two drayloads of ore 
had been sent off to the Burwood Smelting Works at Newcastle as a 
trial shipment. 
Meanwhile, paper work for the establishment of the Mount Perry 
Copper Mining Company had gone ahead. Articles of Association were 
adopted on 26 April 1871, providing for Ebenezer Vickery and 
Reuben Hall to act as provisional directors until the first half-yearly 
general meeting and allowing for a chairman's fee of ^100 per year, 
and four director's fees of ^ 5 0 per year. Directors were required to 
hold at least 400 ^ 1 shares. Among the original applicants for shares 
were Ellen Connolly, widow of E.G. ConnoHy, A.S.R. Osborne, first 
manager, David and James Pollock, A. Walker of Bingera, now a 
squatter rather than publican, and of course several of Vickery's family 
and business associates from Paddington and Waverley.' 
F O U N D A T I O N OF T H E T O W N 
The nucleus of a township had begun soon after the announcement 
of Henry Dingle's discovery. Portion II on the south-east side of 
Dingle's first selection was taken up by Fife, Heusmann and Barnett 
and surveyed by JJ. Gwynne. Messrs Fife, Heusmann and Barnett, who 
by the way do not figure at all in the day-to-day life of the town, took 
advantage of the rapid growth in population. Miners and businessmen 
estabHshed substantial buildings facing a rough track that became 
kno /vn as Heusmann Street, and to the whole area of their selection 
v/as given the name Fife-Barnett. The situation was regularised when 
Fife offered blocks for sale at Maher's Hotel, with a note that the plan 
of subdivision "had been framed so as to accommodate the present 
occupiers so far as practicable, at the same time that uniformity, correct 
ahgnment of frontages, and chain streets are established."* Their 
commendable objectives were not achieved, and the squatters con-
tinued to occupy sites more or less at will. The site was not without its 
faults. The first Police Magistrate, A.W. Compigne, said: 
"Heavy fogs rest on it during the winter months until late in the 
day. The furnaces are upon a rising hill to the west of Fife-Barnett 
which lies between two hills, consequently the escapement of 
smelter from the smelting works loads the atmosphere with deleter-
ious vapours."' 
Yet it was this private town of Fife-Barnett that hotel and store-
keepers preferred to the Government town of Tenningering that was 
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still on the drawing-board. It is an interesting point that commercial 
activity remains on the site of the old Fife-Barnett township, while 
police, hospital and cemetery still function on the Tenningering site. 
By 10 June 1871, the Maryborough Chronicle reported that five pubHc 
houses were under way and that two storekeepers, three butchers, one 
blacksmith, one shoemaker, one saddler, and three or four dairymen 
were established. A cordial maker was reportedly on his way, while a 
former Gayndah resident was about to open a school.'" Perhaps this 
confidence of early businessmen was the best evidence of the success-
ful operation of the mine in its early months. It is a remarkable feature 
of our early history that entrepreneurs were prepared to take risks and 
that they responded so readily to each new venture, enduring difficul-
ties and discomforts that we can scarcely imagine. By the end of 1871 
the company could report 475 tons of ore already shipped, 80 tons 
bagged and 1010 tons at grass. Proceeds were ^2948-11-8 from the 
ore that had been shipped." 
Publication of Mount Perry's own newspaper the Mount Perry Mail 
commenced on 25 January 1872, reporting: 
"Rapid as the progress of Mount Perry has been during the past 
year, we beHeve that it is but a faint foreshadowing of what will 
take place during the year upon which we have just entered . . . 
The success which has attended the opening of the Mount Perry 
Mine has drawn the attention of men of capital in our own and 
adjoining colonies, and that which was looked on as uncertain 
speculation is now regarded as a safe and profitable investment." 
The newspaper went on to report that the Mount Perry Company 
had sunk eleven shafts equal to a depth of 1200 feet with drives 
connecting several of the shafts, the total length of drives being 2200 
feet. The mine was equipped with two steam engines, one of fourteen 
horsepower connected to patent winding gear and used for hauling and 
winding purposes. There were two horse whims and a number of 
whips, aH used for hauling at the various shafts, while tramroads had 
been laid down, both below and at surface. Three furnaces had been 
commenced, two of which were expected to operate by the end of 
January 1872, and over these a galvanized iron shed, 90 feet long and 
30 feet wide, had been erected. All these had been accomplished within 
thirty months of Henry Dingle's first discovery, and within eight 
months of the commencement of work under Osborne's manage-
ment.'^ 
CAPITAL INVESTMENT 
So far I have referred only to the Mount Perry Copper Mining 
Company. By June 1872 Ebenezer Vickery and Reuben Hall had 
issued 85,000 shares all fully paid to £1, and when the company's 
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second half-yearly meeting was held in that month, Vickery gave 
account of his stewardship. Profitableness of the mine, he said, had been 
less than had been anticipated, and this he attributed to the scarcity of 
practical copper miners, and teamsters to carry the ore to port, to the 
failure of smelters because of the inferiority of Burnett fire-clay for 
fire bricks, and not least to a drunken head smelter. In spite of these set 
backs the company was able to pay a 10% dividend, a remarkable 
achievement only fourteen months after mining activities 
commenced.'^ 
The amount of capital invested at Mount Perry was truly remark-
able by any standards. Vickery seemed to have no trouble in finding 
investors for his Mount Perry Company. Though he and his family 
held almost one quarter of the shares, there were 200 others, mainly 
from Sydney, to a lesser extent from Brisbane and a few from Mary-
borough and Gayndah, who invested capital. 
In fact the investment in this one company is only a fraction of the 
investment at Mount Perry. Vickery and his associates went on to form 
the Wolca and Boolboonda Companies, with capital of ^^60,000 and 
£70,000 respectively, on 23 April 1872, and two days later, the 
Waverley Copper Mining Company with capital of £100,000. Then 
followed the Potosi Silver Mining Company with capital of £80,000, 
the Edina Company, capital £100,000 on 10 June 1872, and the 
Victoria Company on 27 July 1872, with £100,000 capital. All these 
were from the Vickery stable, and some at least must have been 
uncertain gallopers from their first appearance on the track. No more 
certain were the smaller companies estabHshed - the Normanby with 
capital of £80,000, established by Maryborough merchants and squat-
ters before the end of 1871, the Moolboolaman Copper Mining 
Company sponsored by the Hon. B.B. Moreton of Wetheron (an 
impressive board of graziers and Brisbane and Sydney merchants, but 
few willing to invest), the New Moonta Copper Mining Company 
sponsored by Bundaberg officials and merchants in 1876 with capital of 
£5000.'" 
The extent of investment at Mount Perry seems remarkable. To 
confirm that, let me point out that of some thirty companies registered 
in Queensland, only two, the Queensland National Bank and the 
Queensland Insurance Company, had a larger nominal capital than six 
Mount Perry companies.'^ And this was at a time of many develop-
ment and mining projects. Gold discoveries at Gympie, Charters 
Towers, Ravenswood, and the Palmer River, tin fields at Stanthorpe, 
copper mines on the Peak Downs, and pastoral and agricultural activ-
ities, all called for investment capital. 
E B E N E Z E R VICKERY 
Perhaps this is a good point to pause in the story of mining arid 
mining finance at Mount Perry to look briefly at the man who wielded 
such enormous power, yet was remote from the immediate mining 
scene. I refer to Ebenezer Vickery. He was born in London on 1 March 
1827, one of seven children. He travelled with his parents to Australia 
as a six-year-old boy in the ship Richard Reynolds, and his father estab-
lished himself in the boot and shoe trade in George Street, Sydney, 
near the site of Sydney Town Hall. In 1843 Ebenezer was apprenticed 
to the ironmongery trade, and in 1849 went to work in Richard 
Fawcett's general warehouse and auctioneering business. In 1851, when 
his father became a squatter, Ebenezer Vickery took over the boot and 
shoe shop, turning it into a large and well-known wholesale establish-
ment. From there he moved to land and mining speculation and had a 
significant role in developing the iron smelting industry on the N.S.W. 
south coast. When nearly eighty years of age, he travelled with his wife 
to Britain. While travelhng from the north of England he was taken 
from the train to a hospital. After an emergency operation for an 
internal complaint, Vickery died at 11 p.m. on 20 August 1906. 
He was probably Sydney's most prominent Methodist layman from 
the 1870's until his death, and many of his charitable gifts were directed 
to the Methodist Church. His home at Waverley was known as Edina 
House, an impressive two storeyed mansion with wide verandahs, a 
central tower, stained glass, cedar panelHng, marble fireplaces and tiles 
specially imported from Italy, and Venetian glass chandeliers. Today it 
is a war memorial hospital owned by the Uniting Church. Much of the 
surrounding land (within sight of Bondi Junction) has been subdivided, 
but the Bronte Road frontage accommodates the Edina Nursing 
Home, a convalescent home conducted by the Uniting Church, while 
the land surrounding the hospital retains the grace and charm of earlier 
times with fountains, wide terraces and marble statues as they were 
when Ebenezer Vickery rode through the wrought iron gateways to 
business in the city. Many Sydney Methodist churches received gifts 
from Vickery, and valuable property in Pitt Street was given by his 
family to establish the Sydney Central Methodist Mission. 
Apparently Vickery visited Mount Perry only once. The Mount 
Perry Mail reported his visit to the town after he had travelled by 
A.U.S.N. ship to the new port of Bundaberg and had lost his way when 
riding over the ill-marked route. A banquet was held in his honour, 
and he was presented with a purse of sovereigns. 
SUCCESS A N D T H E N DECLINE 
To return to the mining story. A string of "finds" followed upon the 
opening of the Mount Perry mine. The Wolca mine, also found by 
Henry Dingle, was reportedly yielding 45% copper from boulders of 
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Ebenezer Vickery - Company Chairman, 1871-1877. 
ore, while the Boolboonda was described as a valuable property of 
great intrinsic value. The Normanby could boast six shafts by June 
1872 with ore already being sent through Maryborough. The Queen 
Mine was found by timbergetters, while the Cambria was opened up 
by Messrs. Pringle, Shankie and Jones, the British Lion by a Wonbah 
station-hand and the Potosi by Cogzell, Williams and others. The 
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Prince of Wales, discovered by Henry Gillen, offered good prospects. 
Other finds were the Great Eastern, the Wheal Damsel, the Wheal 
Haven, the Albert, and the Marchioness, discovered by Charles Dingle. 
Many of these "finds" were doubtful from the first, and by 1874 the 
field was reduced to four or five reliable producers, while investors in 
the other companies recorded experience as their only dividend. Many 
marginal producers were forced out by the declining price of copper, 
which by 1876 had reached a level that made mining an uncertain 
venture. AH but the Normanby passed into the hands of Vickery, the 
Normanby continuing independently until 1903 when it was incor-
porated with the main mine. Captain Israel Bennett, who had arrived in 
June 1872 from South Australia to manage the Wolca and Boolboonda 
mines, became the third general manager, Osborne having departed 
under a cloud and his successor, Captain Reynolds, having failed to 
give satisfaction. 
The company carried out a vigorous programme to recruit miners. 
They came from Peak Downs, from the largely defunct mines at 
Moonta and Kapunda in South Australia, advertisements being inserted 
in the Wallaroo Times, and even by direct recruitment in England, 
especially Cornwall. As with many mining towns, there was a strong 
Cornish influence as the Cousin Jacks came in large numbers. The term 
"Cap'n" was regularly used for Cornish managers, and the term 
"wheal" coming from the old Cornish word "bal", meaning a hole in 
the ground, was often used. 
I have already referred to the declining price of copper. This con-
tinues to dog the enterprise with a production cost of^  £57-14-0 per 
ton, a cost close to the landed price in Europe. Wages were reduced 
from 31 August 1876, reductions ranging from ls.8d. to 6d. per day, 
though labourers, who earned only 6 shillings per day, were not 
affected. In September 1876, the company gave orders to cease open-
ing up new ground and the newspaper reported: "The Manager is not 
allowed to keep on any men whatever that are not directly connected 
with the production of ore . . . Saving is the order of the day, and as 
long as the copper market remains in its present lethargic state, no 
development will be made."'' 
By March 1877, there were reports that carriers could not get a full 
backload in Maryborough, an indication of a cutback in demand, and 
there were reports of people leaving the town. In July 1877, orders 
were given from Sydney for the complete shut-down of the mine, and 
at a public meeting Captain Israel Bennett stated that 200 would be out 
of work. Vickery moved immediately to liquidate the company's assets. 
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McILWRAITH'S I N V O L V E M E N T 
I have not been able to establish how Sir Thomas Mcllwraith came 
into the picture, but it would appear that he bought the company, 
including freehold of 160 acres, outright, somewhere between 1878 
and 1881, possibly with the Hon. J. Capel Smyth as his nominee. There 
was some resurgence of mining around 1884 in anticipation of the 
completion of the railway line, and again in 1887-1889, after the 
company had been sold to British interests, but copper mining 
languished through the 1880's and 1890's, until increased prices 
brought fresh interest at the turn of the century. Between 1873 and 
1884 the company produced 4830 tons of refined copper, more than 
one-quarter of total production in Queensland in that period. 
Mam interest in the 1880's turned to gold-mining, with the Reid's 
Creek reefs being opened up by Israel Bennett, and numerous smaH 
mines on the Boolboonda field. In February 1888 a prospector named 
Le Blowitz brought in a very rich find to the hotel at Drummer's 
Creek. It was confirmed as gold, and estimated to be worth £200. 
There was immediate interest, but "The Blower" as he came to be 
known, could not identify the spot from which the sample was 
obtained. A great rush followed, the "The Blower" was watched care-
fully. The Mining Warden reported that there was immediate interest 
if any person left the train between Mount Perry and Boolboonda, and 
almost the whole Hne was lined with men on the look-out. Old hands 
now say the sample in fact came from the Paradise mine, so that the 
rich Boolboonda find was a hoax perpertrated by "The Blower" 
himself" 
Naturally, there were many attempts to promote the prospector's 
"good thing", but it was somewhat unusual to find a woman and the 
Queensland Premier involved in such an incident. On 24 October 
1884, Mrs.J. Stewart wrote to Sir Thomas, claiming to be able to give 
him information on a "better thing than Mount Morgan". Miners were 
said to have found "heavy gold" in the Mount Perry copper lease, but a 
dispute among the party caused the miners to plant the specimens and 
leave the district. The point of the letter seemed to be that Mrs. 
Stewart required £200 for the information and £ 1 0 for fares.'* There 
is, regrettably, no indication of whether Sir Thomas paid the £200, but 
we may assume he received many tips on "good things". Certainly the 
promise of being "better than Mount Morgan" was not fulfilled. 
I am fairly sure that Mcllwraith sa^ w the mine as a speculative 
purchase. Later, when the affairs of the Q.N. Bank were investigated by 
a Parliamentary Committee, Mcllwraith claimed that the mine had 
been acquired by the Bank and that he was merely acting as the Bank's 
agent. The issue is further clouded by the fact that the account stood in 
the name of the Hon. J. C. Smyth, but he gave evidence to the 
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Committee that the mine was held in shares, five-twelfths each by Sir 
Thomas and Mr. E. R. Drury, General Manager of the Q.N. Bank, and 
one-twelfth each by the Hon J. C Smyth and Israel Bennett. Sir 
Thomas and his brother-in-law, Sir Arthur Palmer, actively sought to 
sell a share in the mine to British interests. Negotiations were in hand 
as early as 1881, and the building of the railway which would greatly 
reduce costs was one of the main selling points. 
The Duke of Manchester, who invested heavily in Australian arid 
New Zealand enterprises, showed interest, but negotiations lagged over 
the next six years. Sir Thomas and Sir Arthur Palmer maintained a close 
watch, usually with one of them or Drury in London, and there were 
coded cables which passed between them. Reading the Mcllwraith 
Papers now held by the John Oxley Library, one senses that com-
mercial espionage is not a recent phenomenon. 
The syndicate which rose continuaUy to Sir Thomas' bait was the 
Australian Transcontinental Railway Syndicate, among the members of 
which were the Duke of Manchester, the Earl of Denbigh and prob-
ably the Earl of Derby. At one stage Denbigh's second son. Sir Thomas 
Feilding, visited Queensland and inspected the mine while enquiring 
into the feasibility of the Transcontinental Railway project. In 1887 
Israel Bennett was sent to London with the highest references pro-
vided by Drury to try to clinch the deal. He was successful, and the two 
companies, the Reid's Creek Gold Mining and Quartz Crushing 
Company and the Mount Perry Copper Mining Company, were 
wound up, their assets having been sold to the Mount Perry Copper 
and Reid's Creek Gold Mining and Smelting Company Limited." The 
new British-based company paid handsomely for the old company's 
assets, proceeds being paid through Messrs. Flower and Hart to the 
credit of the Q.N. Bank. The Parliamentary Committee was later to 
find that the new company had taken over the assets of the former 
companies, but not their liabilities.^" The Committee found that the 
Bank "apparently allowed the Mount Perry property to pass out of its 
hands without receiving anything whatever in exchange", and that the 
Bank, after the winding up of the company, passed two cheques for a 
total of £10,000 drawn by Mcllwraith in favour of the new company, 
and "made a further free gift of £10,000 to those who took it over'. 
The Parliamentary Committee found that Sir Thomas was indebted to 
the Q.N. Bank for £251,461, of which security was £60,700, leaving 
an estimated deficiency of £190,761. A further £39,674 as a mining 
advance for the Mount Perry Company was written off as irrecover-
able.2' 
The company with the very long title mentioned above was estab-
lished by a Memorandum of Association dated 12 December 1887, 
based on an agreement between Israel Bennett (on behalf of Sir 
Ihomas Mcllwraith and Joseph Capel Smyth) and John Mirfin, an 
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accountant, as trustee of the company. The noble Duke and belted earls 
do not appear in the documents, the original shareholders being listed 
as shipbrokers, merchant's clerks, accountants and a civil engineer. 
ISRAEL B E N N E T T 
Israel Bennett terminated his association with Mount Perry soon 
after the deal was completed, becoming Inspector for the Central 
District of Queensland from December 1889, at a salary of £300 a 
year. Israel Bennett was born in Chasewater, near Truro, Cornwall, on 
23 January 1834 and after leaving school at eleven years of age, worked 
as a tin dresser under the direction of his father, a mining engineer of 
great practical ability. His experience widened when his father became 
chief engineer in the Pentire Glaze Mine, and he later gained exper-
ience in mines in Devonshire before his appointment as engineer at 
Linares in the province of Jaen in Spain. This silver-lead mine had been 
first opened by the Moors some 900 years before and was said to have 
paid fully 25% yearly on the capital invested for the latter half of 
Queen Victoria's reign, a tribute, it was said, to British mining enter-
prise. The country was malarious, and Bennett was stricken with ague 
and fever. He returned to Britain, and soon after, took up the position 
of surface manager at Kapunda in South Australia in 1862. 
He came to Mount Perry in June 1872, to manage the Wolca, Edina 
and Boolboonda mines. They did not live up to their early promise, 
and in October 1874 he returned to South Australia, after a public fare-
well had commended him for his impartiality and his generosity with 
his time, influence and money in the interests of the School of Arts, 
hospital and school. By 1876 he was back as general manager and was 
recognised as one of the town's leading citizens. He was the trusted 
agent, first of Ebenezer Vickery and later of Sir Thomas Mcllwraith. 
When copper prices dropped too low he adopted a low profile, but 
carried out much development work in anticipation of the inevitable 
price rise. However, he continued his public duties, being a local 
preacher of the Wesleyan Chapel and a generous benefactor, a Div-
isional Board councillor, including a term as chairman and president of 
the Hospital Committee and the School of Arts. Bennett continued in 
the position of inspector into the early part of this century, with Rock-
hampton as his base for a territory that stretched from Maryborough 
to Bowen. 
The new company made little impact, though mining continued for 
some two years before the company decided, in the face of low world 
prices for copper, to cease aH mining activity. The Warden's Report for 
1891 was gloomy:-
"The cessation of the copper works has virtually kiHed the place. All, 
or all who can obtain employment elsewhere, have left, or are leav-
ing it. It is melancholy to see such a quantity of valuable machinery 
idle and going to ruin. A few Chinamen are making wages in the 
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alluvial, and there are small parties working on copper and gold at 
Boolboonda, Gaeta, Harpur's HiH and other places, but I get no 
report from them as to how they are doing".^^ 
For the next ten years there was scarcely any activity on the field. 
Q U E E N S L A N D C O P P E R C O M P A N Y 
By 1899 the Harpur's Hill, Globe and Normanby Freehold leases 
were being worked on tribute, and the stage was set for the second 
great period of mining activity. In 1900 the newly formed Queensland 
Copper Company purchased 160 acres of freehold previously held by 
the Mount Perry Copper Company and resumed operations on a large 
scale and sound basis. An examination of the field had been made by a 
well-known mining personality, Mr. J. S. McArthur, the inventor of 
the cyanide process of gold extraction, and he apparently recom-
mended purchase of the mine. 
The Q.C.C. was registered on 1 February 1898 in London, and on 1 
April 1901 in Brisbane. There was provision for the issue of 500,000 
£ 1 shares, 250,000 preference and 250,000 ordinary shares. By 1908, 
80,000 preference and 133,507 ordinary shares were fully paid up.^ ^ 
The prospectus provided for vendors' shares, so it is possible that the 
company remained in the same hands as the old company. One of the 
oddities of the business world that I noted was that James Gordon Tait, 
appointed as liquidator for the Mount Perry Company in 1902, served 
the same role in 1910 when the Q.C.C. was engaged in a capital recon-
struction. 
Copper prices had improved dramatically at the turn of the century, 
and under the management of Allan Gibb, work was soon put in hand. 
The old reverberatory furnaces were demolished and new water jacket 
furnaces erected, and the re-opening of fifteen shafts, varying in depth 
between 120 feet and 800 feet provided work for 100 men immedi-
ately. The Mining Warden placed an approximate value of £20,500 on 
the copper, silver and gold won in 1901, and predicted a bright 
future.-'' 
By 1904 the population on the field was estimated at 2000 with 25 
Chinese. Since the school was already reporting an average daily 
attendances of 305 (note attendance average, not enrolment) this 
estimate seems rather low. The town had boomed once more, with 
two jewellers and five music teachers catering to the refined taste, 
while eight hotels and two undertakers catered to the more basic needs. 
By 1905 Gibb had left, and the company's activities were under the 
management of Mr. J. Audley Smith, managing director, and Mr. 
Sidney Palbrook, commercial superintendent. The old Ebenezer and 
George shafts were shut down, but the Kennedy was deepened to over 
1000 feet and a new Southern shaft opened to test the Kennedy lode. 
The Q.C.C. took over the freehold portion of the Normanby property 
and commenced development work, and the Palmer shaft was 
unwatered and proved a most profitable acquisition. 
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Mt. Perry from Chapel Hill, c. 1904, showing Q.C.C. smelters and Railway 
Station; in foreground. Post Office, Grand Hotel, and Wesleyan Chapel. 
The year 1907 marks a natural watershed in the affairs of Mount 
Perry. The price of copper fell, in a period of six months from £110 to 
£ 5 5 per ton.^^ Had the directors the gift of foresight, they would have 
realised that the expense of the 120-feet chimney just built and the 
newly installed blast furnaces would not be justified. However 
development work continued with the sinking of the new Milne shaft 
to some 1300 feet, and the smelter attracted ore from as far afield as 
Herberton and Ravenswood. The low world price of copper 
influenced the company to shut down both mines and smelter in 1911, 
but after an improvement in copper prices at the end of that year the 
Government agreed to subsidise development work to the extent of 
£3000. With a further increase in copper prices to £ 7 5 a ton later in 
1912 there was a revitalisation of the mines, and in 1913 they were 
worked continuously. The Q.C.C. alone gave work to more than 400 
men. As a result, more than 11,000 tons of ore were treated in 1913, 
compared with 17,000 tons treated in the peak years of 1906 and 1907. 
It therefore comes as a shock to find the suddenness with which the 
company shut down its operations. At the end of 1913 the mines and 
smelters shut down for holidays, and many miners travelled to the 
seaside. The annual report of the Mining Registrar takes up the story at 
this poin t -
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"On their return, to their great surprise, they were informed that 
their services were no longer required, the mine having closed 
down. This was a very sudden blow to a great number of the old 
residents, who have been here for a number of years. . . expending 
aH their earnings in building or purchasing suitable homes for their 
families."^* 
It was said that the cessation of mining was not so much due to the 
low quality of ore or the sparseness of lodes, but rather to the coHapse 
of a related company, the Granville Milu Bank, after it had been 
embarrassed by unwise speculation in Canadian railways. Whatever the 
reason, there was little to hold the miners in Mount Perry, and, as has 
been the case in so many mining towns, they quickly left for other 
mining fields, or for safer jobs in Brisbane, Maryborough, Bundaberg 
or Gladstone. 
Some mining activity continued by the tribute system. By its very 
nature, tribute work does not encourage development activities. It 
must concentrate on the removal of easily accessible ores, leaving 
much behind. Nor did the shutdown of the smelters assist, since 
tributers were forced to send their ore to Port Kembla for treatment. 
As well as the additional costs in transportation, tributers could not 
await the long delays before they received their returns. These same 
problems affected the smaller mines not owned by the Q.C.C. In 1918, 
C. E. Dingle and party continued their work on the Harpur's HiH mine, 
while the Globe Extended Claim returned £300 to two men who 
raised 9 tons of ore for treatment. Boolboonda mines produced nearly 
£1500 from Crawford's Pansy Claim and Leather's White Rose Claim, 
but the total value of ore sent away in 1918 was only £4,475-19-3.^' 
Precipitation appears to have been developed as a commercial 
proposition by J. A. Rowland on Coppermine Creek in 1912. Light 
scrap steel (even jam tins will serve) is placed in a trough through 
which stream water is running constantly. Within two or three weeks 
the steel is eaten away, and the sludge at the bottom is collected, dried, 
and bagged for sale. This simple process was essential to the livelihood 
of many townspeople of Mount Perry after the shut-down of mining 
and smelting by the New Queensland Copper Company, as a row of 
precipitation plants took advantage of the copper-rich waters flowing 
from the Palmer Shaft. This activity continues to the present day, with 
1.2 tons of copper obtained in 1977. J. H Brooks, of the Geological 
Survey of Queensland, estimates that over the years, precipitation 
plants have produced 250 tonnes of cement copper for a yield of 142 
tonnes of copper.^* 
I have made no reference to the molybdenum mineralisation of the 
district. As early as 1884 there was a chance discovery at Wonbah, 
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when quartz pipe material was quarried by the Queensland Railways 
for use as track ballast.^' A strong market for molybdenite in 1914 
brought renewed interest in the deposit, but by 1920 the company was 
in Hquidation. It lay idle until 1932, when de-watering of the works 
was attempted. The mine operated from 1937 to 1939, and since then 
several attempts have been made to re-open the mine. 
Since 1962 there has been considerable prospecting by large 
companies, and from time to time rumours have grown that some of 
these companies have been ready to start large scale operations. None 
has proved true, though the Queensland Mines Department confirms 
deposits of copper, molybdenum, gold, manganese, aluminium, titan-
ium and iron. The present high price of gold has brought rene^wed 
interest, and there have been tentative moves for development. 
Invariably people ask: "How much gold was produced at Mount 
Perry?" The short answer is that it is impossible to say. The haphazard 
keeping of records in the first years and the reticence of many prospec-
tors make this inevitable. Nevertheless, I have included, as an Appen-
dix, a summary of production year by year. From 1902 there is an 
official record of 27,749 ounces of gold and nearly 800,000 ounces of 
silver, A total of 23,000 tons of copper was obtained, nearly 100 tons of 
molybdenite, and 4 tons of lead.^" 
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APPENDIX I 
MINERAL P R O D U C T I O N - M O U N T P E R R Y AREA 
MOLY- IRON- UME/ 
INTERVAL GOLD SILVER COPPER BENITE LEAD SIUCA STONE L'STNE 
(OZS) (OZS) (TONS) (TONS) (TONS) (TONS) (TONS) (TONS) 
pre-1855 
1885-89 
1890-94 
1895-99 
1900-04 
1905-09 
1910-14 
1915-19 
1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 
1960-64 
1965-66 
TOTAL 
no 
figures 
5,878 
15,258 
4,336 
176 
19 
5 
725 
646 
457 
70 
179 
2 
-
-
27,749 
-
-
-525 
211,400 
404,234 
151,651 
17,822 
3,683 
214 
935 
1,142 
2,254 
9 
-
19 
-
-
793,888 
4,830 
2,075 
323 
33 
4,619 
7,363.5 
3,289.5 
673.3 
75.5 
398 
26 
28.6 
21 
6.5 
2.7 
2.8 
05 
09 
23,410.69 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-63 
5 
1.3 
1.7 
27 
0.2 
-
-
-
-
-
8.2 
-
-
-
-2 
-
-
-
-
1.8 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
3.8 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-300 
145 
-
-
-
-
_ 
-
445 
-
-
-
-1,165 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
1,165 
-
-
-
-12,834 
18,190 
910 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
31,934 
Source: Geological Survey of Queensland, Report No, 26, p 73. 
